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CARDIOLOGY  
DRUGS RAID- ANTIARRHYTHMICS 

Class Examples Mechanism Clinical use 
I (Membrane 
stabiliser) 

 

Ia Quinidine 
Procainamide 

Intermediate Na+ channel 
block 
K+ channel block 

 
 
 
Slows 
depolarisation 
(phase 0) 

Ventricular arrhythmias 
Recurrent paroxysmal AF 
Procainamide for WPW 

SE: Prolongs QT 

Ib Lidocaine 
Phenytoin 

Fast Na+ channel block Refractory VT 

Ic Flecainide Slow Na+ channel block Paroxysmal AF 

II (β Blockers) Atenolol 
Bisoprolol 
Propranolol 
Metoprolol 
 

β adrenergic blockade 

Negative chronotropy and Inotropy 

Block sympathetic stimulation, suppressing SA 
node activity & AV node conduction 

Prolongs refractory period (phase 4) 

HTN 
IHD 

Tachyarrhythmias 

Propranolol has Na+ blocking effects 

III (K+Blockers) Amiodarone 
Sotalol 

K+ channel block 
 
Slows repolarisation (phase 3) 

VT/VF 
Atrial/ SVT arrhythmias 
WPW 

IV (Calcium CB) Verapamil 
Diltiazem 

Ca2+ channel block 

Prolongs plateau (phase 2) 

HTN 
IHD 
Tachyarrhythmias 

V Adenosine 
Digoxin 
Magnesium 

Miscellaneous SVT 
Rate control in AF & CCF 
Torsades de Pointes 
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